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Hammersmith & Fulham Poverty and Worklessness Commission
This short note sets out the vision and aims of the H&F Poverty and Worklessness
Commission, a breakdown of the Commission’s membership and contact details for further
information.
Vision and terms of reference
The London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham is located in a relatively wealthy part of
one of the richest cities in the world. It supports a high level of employment and enterprise,
is home to several multinational companies and soon will host a world-class university. Yet,
within the borough, entrenched pockets of poverty and worklessness still exist that, to date
and despite multiple interventions over the years, have proved intractable.
The Hammersmith & Fulham Poverty and Worklessness Commission will:





Aim to identify the factors underpinning the continuing prevalence of both poverty and
worklessness in the borough. In doing so, it will draw upon the perspectives of local
people living in, or on the edge of poverty and/or worklessness, as well as professionals,
leading experts and best practice from elsewhere in the UK and around the world.
Formulate recommendations for interventions and/or service redesign, to deliver better
outcomes for local people living in, or on the edge of, poverty and/or worklessness, and
increase economic, employment and other opportunities for all.
Make proposals to local, regional and national policy makers for freedoms, flexibilities
and funding where necessary to implement these longer-term, in so doing helping
central government to deliver on its agenda of encouraging self-reliance in society while
saving public funds.

Terms of Reference
The Commission will:








Define poverty and worklessness in relation to Hammersmith & Fulham through, inter
alia, a thorough review of available data and intelligence
Oversee a review of the available literature on poverty and worklessness, drawing on
studies and commissions from elsewhere in the UK and internationally
Steer research with local people and groups identified as living in poverty and/or
worklessness, to identify i) the factors that prolong each state and ii) the support and
interventions that could increase access to economic, employment and other
opportunities, helping them to leave poverty and/or worklessness
Call for written evidence from leading experts, policy makers and practitioners and
explore this through a series of thematic oral hearings
Make recommendations to local, regional and national policy makers that will help
people leave poverty and/or worklessness and widen access to economic and
employment opportunities
Propose interventions and potentially service redesigns for implementation locally, or
more widely, that will help people to leave poverty and/or worklessness and promote
self-reliance
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Make the case, where appropriate, to local, regional and national policy makers to
provide freedoms, flexibilities and funding for programme(s) to tackle poverty and
worklessness in Hammersmith & Fulham and beyond, to be evaluated in the medium
and longer term

The Commission meets at least every two months, supported by reference groups meeting
as required and by working groups as appropriate. It will report to the Council, its relevant
Policy and Accountability Committees, local residents, partner organisations and other
interested groups.
Membership


Christina Smyth – Chair














Daphine Aikens – H&F Foodbank Manager, Trussell Trust
Hannah Aldridge – New Policy Institute
Insp. Yasser Awad – Metropolitan Police
Paul Doe – Chief Executive, Shepherds Bush Housing Group
Rosalind Duhs – Borough resident
Alison Inglis-Jones – Trustee, Trussell Trust
Shani Lee – Chief Executive, DESTA Consortium
Zarar Qayyum – Borough resident
Prathiba Ramsingh – Department for Work and Pensions
Kamini Sanghani – Borough resident
Howard Sinclair – Chief Executive, St. Mungo’s Broadway
Alex Tambourides – Chief Executive, H&F Mind



Cllr Sue Fennimore – Cabinet Member for Social Inclusion – sponsoring Member



Tom Conniffe – Programme Manager to the Commission – tom.conniffe@lbhf.gov.uk or
020 8753 2195

Further information
Meeting papers and minutes can be found at https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/pwc
How you can help



By talking to our researcher Rob Rix – he is carrying out a piece of work on life courses
and wants to understand better the trigger points at which people can fall into poverty
and/or worklessness.
By referring clients or people you know who are living in or on the edge of poverty
and/or worklessness and who are willing to take part in more in-depth research. Please
contact Nivene Powell at nivene.powell@lbhf.gov.uk or on 020 8753 4342 if you can
help.

